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REMARKABLE CONVERSION OF MR. A——. 
To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 


Mr. Eprror,—The following instance of hopeful conversion occurred, some time 
since, inthis city. The writer having related the principal circumstances to some 
christian aquaintances, it was judged that they would prove interesting to the friends 
of true religion, if not instructive to some of its rejectors; and he was decidedly ad- 
vised to give them to the public. 

Your obedient servant, 
VERUS. 

Mr. A. is a gentleman of respectable connexions, good natural judg- 
ment and ¢ disposition, and of more than ordinary taste for mental im- 
provement. He enjoyed the advantages of a christian education, which 
he appeared highly to appreciate, until, in his search after books, he 
unhappily fell in with an insinuating F rench writer, from whom he im- 
bibed the principles of infidelity. He now began to more than question. 
the sacred character of the scriptures. He tried them by the principles 
which his unsanctified heart suggested, and pronounced them fraught 
with contradictions and absurdity. From respect, however, to the feel- 
ings of a beloved mother and sister, he did not avow his sentiments so 
openly, and with such frequent repetition, as do some unbelievers. It 
must also be mentioned to his credit, that he retained, in general, the 
moral and amiable habits to which he had been carefully bred. 

How long he persevered in rejecting the obligations and divine origin 
of christianity, the writer is unable precisely to state. He was, however, 
gradually led to suspect, that he might have adopted his opinion of the 
sacred writings too hastily; at least, without having sufficiently considered 
the arguments, which may be adduced in their favour. Being naturally of a 
reflecting turn, and independent in his inquiries, he set himself to consider 
whether he had gained any thing by rushing into the night of infidelity. 
The result of his inquiries was, that there existed one modification of chris- 
tianity, which promised him more guietness of mind, if it did not rest upon 
better evidence, than infidelity itself. He accordingly become inclined to 
the flattering hypothesis of the Universalists ; and, after some months at- 
tendance at their place of worship, declared himself fully established in it. 
From this time, he exhibited the appearance of one decidedly settled in 
his religious opinions ; and by no means ashamed to acknowledge and 
defend them. He even considered it his duty to disseminate them, as 
he had opportunity. As to the possibility of his being deceived or in- 
volved in destructive error, he manifested, and, as he afterwards inform- 
ed me, experienced, no uneasiness. His confidence in his opinions was 
so great, that he uniformly beheld those who discarded them with min; 
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gled regret and pity ; and sometimes longed for the opportunity of evia- 
cing their supporting power on his death bed. 

It was during this stage of his religious belief that the writer became 
acquainted with him, and was induced, by the particular request of his 
Christian mother, to atte mpt to shake his confidence in Universalism: 
The effort. proved unsuccessful. He was easily drawn into a free dis- 
cussion of several points remotely affecting the subject; but defended 
himself with much promptness, and exhibited a power of discrimination 
which really did honour to his understanding. { became more interest- 
ed in him than ever, while the conversation had no perceptible effect to. 
prejudice his feelings against me: on the contrary, he continued rather 
to seek than avoid my society. We several times renewed our friendly 
discussions, and as often closed them with no appearance of success on 
my part. He generally professed a sincere desire to follow truth, and 
a willingness, if wrong, to be convinced of his error; but never failed of 
intimating that his opinions continued the same. 

The time was however near, which was to make severe trial not only 
of the reality, but also of the foundation of his confidence. A malig- 
nant fever, which dissipated his strength and threatened him with speedy 
dissolution, filled every heart with anxiety in his behalf. He only re- 
mained unmoved and fixed in the opinion, that he had nothing to appre- 
hend from the approach of death. Nor was his confidence the effect 
of delirium, insensibility, or the secret expectation of recovery. His 
mind continued to be sound, and he appeared fully aware of the threat- 
ening symptoms of his disease. He had, at this time, no communication 
with persons of his religious creed; nor did he request it, but persevered 
in declaring that his opinions were still the same. 

It was while he lay in this situation, that his pious sister hastily en- 
tered my house one evening, with the afflicting intelligence that her bro- 
ther seemed to be dying, and urgently requested me to call and see him. 
I accordingly hastened to the house of affliction, and found the family, 
particularly the mother and sister, overwhelmed with the trying dispen- 
sation. ‘The alarm, however, was premature. He awaked out of the 
deathlike swoon into which he had fallen, and appeared nearly as wel! 
as he had done for some hours before. I could not lose what threatened 
to be my last opportunity of suggesting a few thoughts to him on his 
exposure to death, and the immediate necessity of his being prepared 
for the event. I did not, however, think it expedient, in his present de- 
bilitated state, to dwell on the points of difference between us. When 
his attendants and friends had retired from his bedside, I observed to 
him, in a low tone, that there were some important truths which we held 
in common,—as that it is our bounden duty and our privilege to repent 
of all our sins and believe in the Lord Jesus ;—that it is unquestionably 
prudent for us to perform faithfully whatever Jesus Christ has so evi- 
dently enjoined, although such obedience might not be held indispensa- 
ble to our salvation; and that it is a serious thing to put the finishing 
hand to the work which God has allotted us in this world of trial ;— 
concluding with the inquiry, “do you think that you have given these 
subjects their proper attention ?” He in reply assented to the truth of 
what I had stated, and frankly acknowledged that he had been very de- 
ficient in the performance of these acknowledged duties. He manifested 
a willingness to make them the subject of his meditations ; expressing, 
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at the same time, his apprehension that life was drawing to its close. 
He was asked if he wished me to pray with him; to which he coolly 
answered, that “ he had no objection,” but not without intimating, that 
*¢ we still differed in our views of religion.” He has since assured me, 
that he felt, at that trying moment, no apprehension of his being exposed 
to the wrath of God, and no shuddering fears of death. 

It would be impossible to describe the anxious feelings of his pious 
mother, at this dreadful hour. She had been, from the first of his sick- 
ness, even more concerned for the welfare of his soul, than desirous of 
his recovery; and had obtained a kind of assurance, ‘that God would 
thus far grant her petitiens in his behalf. ‘The same impression had 
been more deeply made on the mind of his praying sister. But his 
steady adherence to his religious principles, the increasingly weak state 

of his mind, and the apparently near approach of death, were beginning 
to undermine this pleasing confidence ; and it now appeared to them 
but too probable that he would expire with only that hope of fature hap- 
piness, which they regarded as being like the spider’ s web. 

In this state of anxiety I left them, after being their mouth to God in 
a short prayer, to relate the situation of the sick man to my family, and 
unite our supplications for him around the social altar.” Several pious 
individuals had, by this time, become acquainted with his circumstances, 
and, I have reason to believe, earnest in their requests to God for him. 

I retired to rest with the painful expectation of hearing of his death in 
the morning. The morning arrived, and I received an early and sur- 
prising message from the family. The information was not that he had 
expired, but ‘that he had experienced during the night a remarkable 
change in his religious feelings, and was anxiously Waiting a visit from 
me. [I lost no time in calling upon him, and found the information cor- 
rect. He had, indeed, experienced a change i in his opinion of himself 
and his condition, as a sinner betore God, which was amazing. I could 
not have believed him capable of enduring the overwhelming views of 
his depravity and fearful circumstances which he now expressed. 

“ T wish to acknowledge to you,” he said, with a countenance which 
spoke more forcibly than even his own words, “ how proudly and un- 
gratefully I treated your kind endeavours to convince me of my errors 5 
and that I now perceive my mistake.” 

‘“‘ But have you at length discovered, that you were wrong in believing 
in universal salvation ?” 

“ Yes, I know that I was wrong in believing in it.” 

“ Are you then convinced that you richly deserve to be condemned 
of God to an eternal hell ; and that there is actually such a place reserved 
for impenitent sinners ?” 

“ Yes, I certainly know that there is such a place, and that I deserve 
to have my portion in it.” 

“It would appear that you have very different views of your charac- 
ter, in God’s sight, from what you expressed the last evening.’ 

“ Yes, Iam like one who has come to himself; and I now see, that 
{am a poor miserable sinner. O, what a proud heart I have got | It 
was my proud heart that made me an infidel anda universalist. I would 
not submit to understand the Bible as it actually reads. My pride led 
me to say to you, the last evening, that we still differed in our religious 
opinions. I believe that I have the proudest, blackest heart on the face 
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of the earth. Oh, pray for me, that my proud heart may be humbled 
in the dust.” 

* But do you think that you are now justly exposed to the wrath of 
God, and that, dying in this state, you must go to hell ?” 

“QO, yes, I deserve to go to hell, and I don’t know but it is entirely 
too late for me to escape it. If 1 might be made a plant in any part of 
Christ’s garden, it would be an unspeakable me rey. But I am too great 
a sinner to expect it; there is nothing in me but pride.” 

I did not think it prudent to prolong my visit, though he had express- 
ed his desire that 1 would converse and pray with him till he died. 
But I ascertained, before leaving him, that this change in his opinions 
was instantaneous, and unaccountable to himself, except as he ascribed 
it immediately to God. It was some time after his conversation with 
me on the subject of his preparation for death, that he began to expe- 
rience any uneasiness relative to his spiritual condition. Nor did this 
uneasiness, or rather the indescribable agony which he then felt, appear 
to spring from what I had said, or any thing which had before been sug- 
gested to his mind; but from an instantaneous, irresistible impression 
that there is an awful hell, and that he had but just escaped it. He 
seemed to have this prison of the wicked laid open before him. In one 
moment, he lost all hope of future blessedness, on the ground of univer- 
salism, and found himself thrown upon the unmerited compassion of 
God. During most of the night, he expected to be in hell before the re- 
turn of morning. He would have his sister awaked to pray for him, and 
seemed desirous of employing his last moment in religious conv ersation 
and crying for mercy to Him who is able to help in time of need. 

Nor did this sudden change effect merely his opinion of his own 
character and religious circumstances. He obtained an entirely differ- 
ent view of the world of sinners around him. The Bible was become 
to him a new book. ‘ No words,” he observed to me, “ so exactly ex- 
press this change, as those which are applied to the prodigal, ‘ And when 
he came to himself.’ I only wonder that I have never seen things in 
this light before.” 

Having directed him, in a few words, to Jesus Christ, as the safe and 
only refuge for dying sinners, I put up a short prayer by his bed-side, 
and left him for some hours to his own reflections. 

On my return, I found him still in the same frame of spirit, except 
that he now dwelt more, in his conversation, on the particular sins of 
his past life,—his infidelity—his perversion of the word of God from its 
literal import—and his proud rejection of the christian adyice which 
had, at different times, been given him. He expressed his wonder that 
God had borne with his pride for so long a time, and particularly that 
he had passed by the haughty expression of his feelings the last evening. 
“Q,” he re peatedly exclaimed, “ why did he not then cast me down to 
hell 1 He insisted, almost exclusively, on my praying that “ his proud 
heart might be brought down to the dust.” It was still his apprehen- 
sion, and that of his friends, that he would not probably survive the day. 
He accordingly refused to consult his strength, but improved every op- 
portunity of warning those who visited him, to escape from the coming 
wrath. To one who had been united with him in his former principles, 
he made a most solemn address, prefacing it with an affecting allusion 
to the certainty of his own mistake, and its unhappy consequences. “I 


Remarkable Conversion of Mr. A——. 101 


thought,” said he, “that [ was sufficiently prepared, and not afraid to 
meet the king of terrors; but I now find that my former principles will 
not support me. No more can they give you support in the trying hour. 
Prepare then, my dear , prepare to die.” He seemed extre mely desi- 
rous to efface from the minds of all, the impressions which his life or 
conversation had made in favour of Universalism ; assuring them, that 
he not only found no refuge in that system, but knew the very contrary 
of it to be the truth of God. 

For several long hours, his christian friends were held in awful sus- 
pense respecting his “ latter end ;”” and particularly his mother and sis- 
ter, who spent much of the day in crying to God, with many tears, that 
he might yet be rendered an evident subject of his grace, and monument 
of his sovereign mercy. Nor were they left to supplicate in vain. He 
appeared at my first interview with him in the morning, to be singularly 
impressed with the entire and deep depravity of his nature—sincere 
in confessing and renouncing his sins—and bereft of all hope of salva- 
vation from any source but the unmerited grace of God. —_ He had not 
yet dared to throw himself into the arms of Christ; but the Holy Spirit 
was gradually preparing him to find peace and joy in believing. Never 
had I so clearly perceived the certainty and progress of his gracious 
work in the heart of another. I could observe at each successive 
conversation with him, that his soul was turning more and more 
to the ungrateful and hated character of his sins ;—was gradually 
breaking down into that humility and contrition of spirit, which is, in 
the sight of God, of great price. His fears were giving place to a feel- 
ing sense of his unworthiness to obtain mércey ; and his anticipations of 
hell, to the persuasion that so proud a heart as his could not possibly en- 
joy the bliss of heaven. He began now to abhor himself, as possessing 
that character which fitted him to be only an outcast from God; and to 
desire, first of all, that he might be cleansed from his iniquity, and ren- 
dered a meet temple for the Holy Ghost to dwell in. Indeed, the work 
of the Spirit within him was so evident, and so plainly progressive, that 
I almost feared to suggest to him any advice, lest it should unhappily 
retard its completion. I could not refrain from observing privately to 
his pious relatives, “ ‘The Lord has manifestly taken this work into his 
own hands; and what he has thus remarkably begun, he will certainly 
finish.” 

It was late in the afternoon when he began to express some degree of 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, as the all-sufficient Saviour of sinners. 
“ IT think,” he observed as [ approached his bed-side, “that I am a little 
better, both in body and mind.” 

sut how are you better in mind? you have not, I would hope, be- 
come more indifferent to the subject of your salvation ?” 

**Q, no :—but my mind is more tranquil. I think I can leave this subject 
with Christ. Perhaps I am deceived in my feelings, but they are very 
different from what J have experienced before now.” In this composed 
frame of mind, with some intervals of doubt, arising from a knowledge 
of the great deceitfulness of his heart, he continued for two or three days. 
** My heart,” he would some times say, “has certainly deceived me 
once, and Tam much afraid that it will do so again !”’ But as his strength 
increased, his views of the sufficiency which there is in Christ, for even 
the very chief of sinners, became daily more permanent and happy. The 
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following Sabbath proved to him a day long to be remembered. “ It is 
the first Sabbath,” he remarked, “ that I ever enjoyed ; and it really 
appears to me that [ am in a new world—I am astonished at the revolu- 
tion which has been effected in my religious views and feelings. I some- 
times almost doubt whether that which I experience is a reality, and am 
ready to ask myscif, ‘do I not dream instead of actually enjoying it? 
Never, till now, have I known what happiness is.” 

It was, perhaps, a mercy to Mr. A. that the joys of salvation were 
thus gradually imparted to him; as a larger measure of them might, in 
his debilitated state, have proved fatal to life. He continued to mend, 
from the time that his spirit became composed, resting in Christ, until 
he was restored to his former health. And I am happy to be able to say, 
that the hopes which his christian friends indulged of his evincing, by 
his future conduct, the genuineness of his conversion, have not been, in 
the least, disappointed. He is now a professed and acknowledged friend 
to those soul-humbling doctrines of Christ, and that devotedness to his 
work, which he once decried and despised. What will be the termina- 
tion of his religious course, I shall not venture certainly to predict ; but 
his acquaintances are now united in acknowledging the mighty change 
which has been wrought in his conduct, and that he affords uncommon 
evidence of being, in truth, what he professes himself, a disciple of the 
meek and lowly Jesus. 

I have already exceeded the Mmits which I had prescribed to myself, 
in composing this narrative ; but I cannot conclude, without just advert- 
ing to the solemn warning which it suggests to such as are placing their 
hopes of future happiness in the universal doctrine. Mr. A. was once 
as confident of safety from this source, as any of them can possibly be ; 
and had he died in this confidence, his companions of the same creed 
would have pronounced his death happy, if not triumphant. But what 
would actually have been the consequence to his soul? The Holy Spi- 
rit has disclosed it; and Mr. A. lives to rejoice and bless God, that he 
is rescued from a misapprehension of the true Gospel—from a delusion 
which only fostered his pride, and lulled his apprehensions of danger, 
while he was actually passing on to the condemnation of the wicked ; 
that he was led to discover the unsubstantial nature of his foundation, 
before the entire fabric of his hopes sunk in irrecoverable ruins. He 
looks upon his rescue trom Universalism, as a deliverance from going 
down to the eternal pit. Others there are, who do not obtain like mer- 
cy from God, but are manifestly given up of him to persevere in their 
confidence, until they experience its fatal effects in that world where the 
mistake shall never be remedied, and hope never come. 
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THE SQUIRREL. 


Ir is one of the greatest advantages arising from the benevolence of 
the present day, that it instils a spirit of philanthropy into the tender bo- 
soms of the rising géneration. We see liberality beginning to display 
itself in almost every professing Christian; and the children of our 
country are often seen to extend their little hands to aid in the great 
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eause of spreading the Gospel. I have met with several instances of 
late, which much interested me, only one of which I shall now relate. 

It was Sabbath eve, when, at a friend’s house, we were all sitting in 
the piazza, conversing about the exertions now making for the heathen. 
It w: sa lovely evening, and the conversation most interesting. “ Fa- 
ther,” said little Harriet, after listening a long time to our conversation, 

—‘* Father, do these little heathen children wish to learn to read the 
‘Testament ?” ‘ Many of them are very anxious for this; and all would 
be anxious, did they know its value.” “ But, father, have they all got 
Testaments, if they did know how to read ?? 66 No, my love, few of 
them only ever heard any thing about the Testament—about. God— 
about Jesus Christ!” “ Will half a dollar buy one ‘Testament, for one 
little heathen girl?” “It would.” “Oh!” sighed the little Harriet, 
“how I wish I had half a dollar ! Father, may I sell any thing I've 
got, if I can get half a dollar?” “ Yes,” said the Father, smiling at his 
daughter’s simplicity. ‘The conversation here ended. 

Almost every child has some toy of which he is peculiarly fond. 
Harriet’s toy was a beautiful tame gray squirrel, which she had brought 
up, to which she was excessively attached. It would eat from her 
hand—attend her in her rambles, and sleep on her pillow. ‘The pretty 
little Jenny, for this was its name, was suddenly taken sick. The 
little girl nursed it with every care, and shed many tears over it as it 
died on her pillow in her lap. Her father endeavoured in vain to console 
her—assuring her that Jenny was now insensible to any pain or trou- 
ble. ‘“ The end of his life has arrived, and he is now no more: but 
when my little daughter comes to die, if she is a good girl, hér immortal 
spirit will only leave this world to wing its way to a world happier than 
this. Be comforted d, my daughter, or you make your father unhappy. 
Why do you grieve so?” “ Father,” said the weeping Harriet, “ did I 
not love my squirrel?” “Yes.” ‘ Did you not say I might "sell any 
thing I had for half a dollar, and send a ‘Testament to the heathen chil- 
dren?” “ Yes.” Well, I was going to sell my pretty squirrel to Mr. 
, who was to give me half a dollar for it, and I was going to 
send a Testament to the heathen; but now my Jenny is dead.”—She 
ceased, her speech being choked by her sobs. ‘The Father was silent— 
a tear stood in his eye—he put a silver dollar in his daughter’s hand,— 
and the little angel dried her tears, rejoicing that Jenny’s death would 
be the means of sending two or three Testaments to the heathen, instead 
of one / PEREGRINUS. 
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To a heart exercised by grace, every thing relating to Zion is inte- 
vesting—every thing connected with her extent, and embracing her 
highest welfare, cannot but be the subject of j joy and gratitude. Mate- 
rials for such interest and joyful gratitude are in the present day exceed- 
ingly abundant ; not only in the vast conquests of the Great God the 
Saviour, in lands where idolatry has, for many ages, ranged uncontrol- 
led, and in our own, where the light of his truth is extensively shining, 
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but in the additions of different kinds which he is making to his kingdom. 

It is not a secret, perhaps, to any of the readers of the Christian He- 
rald, that a Theological School, under the care of the Reformed Dutch 
Church, has for several years been established at New-Brunswick, (N.J.) 
which is annually sending forth young men to the Gospel Ministry. 
Another session of this school has lately closed, with an examination of 
the proficiency made the last year. It may be safely said, without any 
deterioration to others, that no preceding examination has exhibited 
greater interest than this. ‘The advances made in extensive, solid and 
systematic acquisition, by the School, during the last session, have been 
unusually great, and present a practical recommendation of it, to all who 
are turning their attention to preparation for the ministry, as complete as 
they could wish. 

The class of the third’ year, consisting of Messrs. M. W. Dwight, S. 
P. Funck, J. Fort, P. Rouse, J. Ketcham, J. B. Ten Eyck, and J. Wil- 
son, has been licensed to preach the Gospel, by the Classis’ of New- 
Brunswick. 

While the internal state of the Seminary is flourishing, and promises 
so fairly for the church of God, it is to be lamented that the funds ne- 
cessary for its continuance and enlargement are contracted. There is 
both individual and congregational capacity, in connexion with the 
Dutch Church, which might be used with perfect ease by its possessors, 
tenfold more than sufficient to establish their school on an extensive and 
permanent foundation. It cannot but be hoped that, as they value the 
good of their own branch of the gospel vine ; as they value the interests 
of religion in general, the members of the Dutch Church will not turn 
away from the present very interesting, yet craving attitude of their 
‘Theological School, but unite hand and heart in the utmost exertion for 
its welfare. Z. 


APPLICATION OF DR. CHALMERS’ LOCAL SYSTEM. 
To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 


Sir—In consequence of your recommendations of the plan suggested 
by Dr. Chalmers, of Glasgow, and of which you have given a detail in 
several numbers of the very interesting Magazine that you edite, the 
teachers of two Sunday Schools, in the city, united in the formation of a 
Committee for the purpose of pursuing the same plan in a district which 
they marked as their own. Taking the School-room as a centre, they de- 
scribed a circle of about half a mile in diameter ; to each street, or section 
of a street, they appointed two as a sub-committee to visit all the habita- 
tions of the poor, find out all the children who did not attend any schools, 
and procure for them admission into the Free and Sabbath Schools. To 
ascertain the want of Bibles, and supply the people with them—distri- 
bute religious tracts, obtain medical aid and relief for the sick ; and, in 
every possible way, endeavour to be useful to the inhabitants of the dis- 
trict. ‘Three Sabbaths have passed since these visits commenced, and 
you will doubtless feel interested in their success. 

One hundred and twenty-seven adults and children, who were in need 
of instruction, have been found, and the greater part of these received into 
the schools. Thirty-five Bibles have been applied for, and 17 distri- 
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tributed—114 tracts have been given, 13 sick persons visited, and as 
opportunities were offered, the Committees spoke to the people they 
visited on the great concerns of eternity. ‘The Committees are received 
with respect, and the objects of their solicitude gratefully acknowledged. 
the attention shown to their welfare. The only repulse that has been 
met with is from the Roman Catholics ; and, in one instance, opposition 
was so far overcome by the judicious and kind reasoning of the Commit- 
tee, that the Catholic agreed to receive the stranger’s Bible, and gave 
50 cents towards the payment, intending to complete it by weekly sub- 
scriptions. Several persons have subscribed for Bibles, but the greater 
part are too poor to give any thing. We have not as yet visited more 
than a quarter part of our district ; for we find that, unless the work is 
thoroughly done, little benefit will result from our labours. We have 
found many mothers of large families who cannot read, are very anxious 
to learn, but are not able to leave their little children in order to attend a 
School : to assist these, two of the Female Teachers in the Committee 
have given up the privilege of the afternoon service, on the Sabbath day, 
in order to teach them in their houses. We cannot too highly recommend 
the plan pursued by Dr. Chalmers; and from what our own experience 
of its excellence has taught us, we are perfectly convinced that incal- 
culable benefit would accrue to the poor of this city were it generally 


adopted. A VISITER. 


Kutelligence. 


ENGLAND.—Scnuoou ror African Yours. 
For the Christian Herald. 


Proressor GriscoM, of this city, has favoured us with the following extract of 
a letter, which he received from a benevolent lady in England, containing some im- 
portant intelligence, and useful hints on the subject of communicating to native 
tribes a knowledge of their own languages. A few years ago several of the Seneca 
Indians were exhibited in London; and having become uneasy in their new situation, 
this benevolent lady sought them out, and endeavoured to administer comfort to 
their distress. She found herself unable to understand them without an interpreter, 
and immediately began to write down their language, some specimens of which, as 
well as of the books prepared for the African youths under the care of the Committee, 
she transmitted to Professor Griscom. 


L— G—, near Sheffield, 2d month 14, 1821. 
EsTEEMED FRIEND, 


Having yesterday met unexpectedly with a friend from New-York, 
T M , and entered a little into conversation with him, re- 
specting your interesting neighbours, the Seneca Indians, I was not 
willing to pass by the opportunity kindly offered by him, of conveying 
a few copies of the little outline of their words of common use, which I 
was attempting, when I had the pleasure to meet with thee in London ; 
also, an early essay of the same kind, which was begun last spring in 
one of the African languages. It has for several years been a very 
prevalent feeling in my mind, that one of the first steps to be taken for 
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the welfare and improvement of the uninstructed tribes in different parts 
of the world, is the cultivation of their own languages, as the most facile 
medium of their communication with others, and as, indeed, the principal 
means of their obtaining that knowledge which is to be imparted either 
from the conversation or writings of people of other nations and tongues. 

The people of England long and vainly attempted to supersede the 
language of the Welsh, the Irish, and the Highland Scotch, by the intro- 
duction of the English ; but it was found that though the reading and 
repeating English, was attained by the schools, it was as words without 
meaning, so long as their own languages were not taught in the schools, 
for these must of course be wanted as the interpreting medium, excepting 
in such matters as signs alone might interpret. They are now adopting 
with success, another system, and teach in each district the native lan- 
guage. A few friends in London united themselves in the spring of 
last year, as a committee to take charge of two young men, natives of 
Africa, with a view of training them as teachers for a school proposed 
to be formed on the African coast, in which the native language of that 
district should be taught. Four others are now sent-for from the same 
country. ‘I'wo females to be trained for a girls’ school, and two young 
men, if such can be obtained, and are disposed to come, who are well 
versed in the oral language of their own country, and likely to assist in 
translating in due time, Scripture lessons from the English into their own 


language. 


Elementary lessons for the proposed schools are now preparing, yet 
not intended to be printed until confirmed or improved by the testimony 
of the Africans, who are expected in the ensuing summer. From the 
specimens which I have heard of the different languages of Africa, the 
Watoof, the Mandingo, and the language of the Santees, as spoken on 
the Gold Coast, they appear much more easy to be reduced to writing, 
than those of the Indians, being more articulate, and the sounds more 
simple. Yet, the writing of even the Indian languages, will ne doubt 
be found practicable when fully attempted in any district. 

The three simple principles of avoiding the adoption of any letters 
not sounded in the word, of keeping each consonant to one sound only, 
and of making the vowels long or short according to their place in the 
syllable; these three principles will give great facility in forming the 
orthography of a new or unwritten language, and render it much more 
easy to read what is written, than a more complex system could do. 
As our Africans have some knowledge of English, we are spared the 
disadvantage of communicating with them by interpreters, as was the 
case with respect to the Seneca Indians in London. But imperfect as 
the sketch is which I now take the liberty to submit to thy notice of the 
Seneca words, I feel persuaded that if the kind friends who are engaged 
in promoting their improvement, would take the trouble to revise and 
improve upon it, they would soon, with the assistance of the Indians 
themselves, extend the design, and form elementary lessons in this lan- 
guage more correctly. The Indians might, no doubt, soon be taught to 
aid the design materially. This fine race of people are generally con- 
sidered as far superior in natural ability, if I rightly understand, to their 
brethren of Africa; and one of our young Africans, in rather less than 
twelve months, has acquired so far a knowledge of reading and writing, 
asto be able to put down with facility short sentences of his own forming, 
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voth in his native language and in English. It is proposed that a suita- 
ble friend, if one offers, shall accompany them on their return to Africa, 
to assist in the establishment of the proposed .school, and, probably 
also in the cultivation of land, in which they have had a little instruc- 
tion and practice. 

Some inquiries, as to the language, a suitable school station, and 
other circumstances of interest, are now prosecuting under the direction 
of the Committee, and it is hoped that the result will be reported in the 
course of the ensuing summer. 

The Africans and Indians have a strong claim upon us, and what my 
heart earnestly desires for poor afflicted Africa is, that her own children 
may, by the aid of their European and American brethren, if Divine 
Providence shall be pleased so to help and direct, be made instrumental 
of extensive good to one another,—that simple modes of instruction may be 
adopted and schools supported,—native schools by native teachers. 

The conscientious disposition evinced by the two young men, now 
under care for instruction here, is greatly satisfactory. ‘They attend 
friends’ meetings, and their deportment there is solid and agreeable. 
They look forward with much interest to the time, when they hope to 
be made instrumental of good to the dear children of their own country. 

My friends S. & $. S————h, and myself, would be much interested 
in receiving any farther reports on the inquiries, &c. on pauperism. I in- 
tend enclosing a copy of areport of an Institution, on an extensive scale, 
in this town, for bettering the condition of the poor, which has been va- 
luable, though certainly capable of much improvement. 

Should any of the enclosed elementary books be thought suitable for 
your English schools among the Indians, a parcel would be presented, 
much at their service. 

If the Indian vocabulary would be of any use, the remaining copies 
may at any time readily be sent to New-York. I expected to have seen the 
Indians again before they left England, and to have revised a few read- 
ing lessons, as given by the interpreter, chiefly scripture passages, but 
not having the opportunity, on account of their speedy departure after 
their return from Ireland, these lessons were not printed. 

Requesting that thou wilt kindly bear with the freedom of my com- 
munication on a subject so interesting, and excuse any error of judgment 
that may appear in the remarks that have been made, I must conclude 
with sincere desires for your success in every engagement, for the welfare 
and advancement of the various classes of mankind, some of whom deep- 
ly suffer at present from circumstances which they have but little power 
to control. But the Judge of the whole earth will do right, and all their 
oppressions and depressions are known to Him. 





GERMANY.—Tue Jews. 
JournAL or Mr. FrRieDENBERG. 
To the General Committee of the London Society. 


Berlin, July 17, 1820. 
GENTLEMEN,—It is with lively feelings of gratitude that I sit down to 
give you an account of my late journey, undertaken in the Society’s 
cause, 
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When I set out from Berlin, (the 18th of April,) several causes con- 
tributed to render my mind heavy and downcast, and, consequently, 
unfit for the work I was going to undertake. Hence, I confess it with 
shame, I travelled as far as Frankfort on the Maine, without doing any 
thing that deserves being mentioned. When arrived there, I was all on 
fire to see my father and brother, and to visit the paternal roof which I 
had quitted eleven years before, and not seen since. I therefore made 
but a short stay at Frankfort, and hastened to Aschaflenburg. The 
feelings that overwhelmed me at the approach of my native place, can 
be of no interest indeed to the Society, but what individual can contem- 
plate without concern the joys starting in the breast of man when, after 
a long, long absence, he again is blest with the sight of his country, of 
the spot where first he saw the light of day ? Not unmixed, however, 
with sorrow was my approach. The day of a thousand endearing re- 
collections of youthful scenes was sadly beclouded by the one, that a 
vast gulf was now fixed betwixt me and my relations, and, what was 
the heaviest aggravation, that that gulf was religion itself ! Here none 
of you, Gentlemen, will be able to feel as I did. Oh, why is so little 
pity shown by Christians to a Jewish proselyte? is it not because they 
know not what it is to be a branch plucked off from the tree of family, 
which, let it be placed ever so near its own trunk, is left a withering soli- 
tary sprig? ‘These were the sensations and the fears that passed my 
mind, as I was walking along the beautiful avenue to Aschaffenburg, 
though joy at last was the master feeling as I entered the town. God was 
pleased to confound my fears, and to let reality surpass my boldest 
hopes. Instead of meeting me with neglect, or with the impaired con- 
fidence of a disappointed father, I found nothing but affection and paren- 
tal tenderness. ‘Thus God himself has again paved the way to hearts, 
which Jewish prejudices on the one side, and youthful rashness on the 
other, had for so many years destréyed and shut up. A mother of a 
rare and feeling mind, I have indeed lost during my absence, and if 
God’s ways were as ours, I should have asked, “ Why hast thou bereft 
me of her ? would she not have been the best channel through which I 
might have communicated thine eternal truth to the rest of the family ?” 
But, blessed be his name, he still does all things well. The Christian 
professor who gave lessons in our house many years, and who by his 
moral and modest behaviour, could not fail to gain the confidence of my 
mother, was called to her two days before her death, and he has express- 
ed to me his conviction that she died—in the faith of the Redeemer. 
* Though,” said he, “ she never discovered herself to her son, the pre- 
cious gift of faith still seems to have been implanted into her soul at 
your separation, and it has grown and ripened, and I am persuaded now 
bears fruit unto eternal life.” This indeed is not known to the rest of 
the family, they would not have been able to bear it at that time. But 
I was not to go away with this single joy. My arrival and stay at As- 
chafienburg so wrought upon my brother, a young man of ability and 
fire, that he confessed to me on my neck, his heartfelt conviction that I 
had done right in embracing Christianity, and that nothing but our 
father (who is yet unenlightened, and also fettered to Judaism by a new 
matrimonial connexion) could prevent him from following my example. 
This moment I embraced as fit to communicate to him the great dis- 
covery of our tutor, viz. the happy death our late mother had died, and 
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it failed not to make its proper impression on his powerful and feeling 
mind. Thus, Gentlemen, the fire God has kindled in my family has 
not remained confined to one soul, it has spread around, and who knows 
whether its beneficial influence will be stopped after it shall have pene- 
trated every member of my own family. ‘ Open thy mouth wide, and 
I will fill it,” is the gracious promise : it is indeed distant as yet, the ful- 
filment of my hope, respecting the other Jews of Aschaffenburg. For 
no sooner was I gone, than they expressed the most evident marks of 
religious hostility against my father and brother, for having retaken up a 
“179)2’) in the family. One respectable Jew excepted, (who is not far 
from the kingdom of God, and with whom I am in intimate correspon- 
dence,) they all do what they can to grieve my poor father; those who 
had pecuniary demands upon him pressed him sore, so that he would 
most certainly have been ruined in his little trade, had I not imparted to 
the utmost of, yea, far beyond, my power. ‘Their pretence is, that I 
have set the Society’s books in circulation among them and the Chris- 
tians there. 

When re-arrived in Frankfort, Mr. Mark introduced me to a nearer 
acquaintance with the state of our cause in Frankfort and its neighbour- 
hood. I had an hundred evidences that Mr. M.’s stay at Frankfort is 
blest, and that the choice of the Society in placing him there has been 
providentially overruled for good. Both from Jews and Christians the 
testimony concerning Mr. M. is uniformly satisfactory. With so many 
disadvantages from ill health, we must regard it as a most evident mark 
of God’s favour, both to the cause, and to Mr. M. individually, that he 
is enabled to do so well as he does. He is very much visited by the Jews, 
both by such as are persuaded of the truth of the Christian religion, 
and by such as seek the truth. His whole heart is engaged in the mat- 
ter, and the Moravian brethren there are faithful and zealous fellow la- 
bourers with him. I shall enclose the copy of a letter to his landlord, 
the lay preacher of the brethren, which shows how he is looked up to 
by Christians. At my departure from Frankfort, he was on the point 
of going to Stuttgard, in order to improve the favourable impression 
made by the baptism of Mr. Goldberg and family, to the formation of 
a society, but Ido not know whether circumstances favoured his in- 
tention. 

Marburg, the s le university of Hesse Cassel, was the next place 
where I endeavoured to erect our standard. ‘The dear and excellent 
Van Ess, an old correspondent of yours, received me with cordiality and 
interest. His own biblical, and other engagements, indeed, prevent him 
from taking a very active part in this particular cause; but, I am per- 
suaded, he will do as much as he can. 

There are but twelve Jewish families living in Marburg; they have 
lately built a new synagogue, and through the influence of an able and 
excellent young member, we may hope that a better spirit will, in time, 
be infused into their worship, I had several conversations with this 
young man, and one with a neighbouring Jew, who, in the French time, 
was ecclesiastical member of the Jewish Consistory. They are both 
very liberal in their religious opinions, and not far from the truth. The 
former is universally esteemed by Christians for his candour and sincerity. 

Mr. Van Ess had given me a letter of recommendation to the Rev. Dr. 
Ruppersberg, Lutheran minister at Hesse Cassel, where I arrived at the 
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beginning of June. Dr. R. is a man that will assist in every good work, 
and he seems to be the most evangelical of all his brethren in the place. 
I visited several of them, but found they knew little or nothing about our 
Society and its views; they all, however, received the tract, No. 17, en- 
titled “ Attempts,” &c. and the prospectus, with interest, and as the 
Hesse Bible Society distinguished itself for activity from some neigh- 
bouring Societies, we may hope that our cause also will be favoured at 
Cassel. ‘There live at Cassel about 130 Jewish families. Liberality 
of sentiment in religion seems not to be the prevailing character among 
them. I made the acquaintance of two very scientific Jews; the one is 
editor of the Hesse newspaper, the other a private tutor. But the lat- 
ter, with whom I had some particular conversations, is exceedingly zea- 
lous for the ceremonial law, and averse to the Christian system, to me quite 
a phenomenon, as I have hitherto found that progress in science, and in- 
difference to externals kept pace with each other among the modern Ger- 
man Jews. At Cassel I made also the acquaintance of a young Cur- 
landish Baron, who is making his tour to Switzerland, and who though a 
man of the world, is not a worldiing, but possesses a very feeling heart. 
He embraced our cause from the side of tenderness, and pity towards the 
Jews. As he has Jews on his own estate, and as there are many in his 
country, (now under Russian dominion,) f gave him some tracts, and we 
promised mutually to remain in epistolary correspondence. 

At Eisenach, I chanced, in the inn, to make the acquaintance of a very 
pious neighbouring minister, who interested himself much for the cause. 

At Saxe-Weimar, I visited the legation-counsellor, Falke. This ex- 
cellent man offered to assist us in our great work. You may easily ima- 
gine that I shall avail myself of his correspondence. His excellent and 
Christian hints on education may be very useful to us, if ever we succeed 
in erecting a school at Schlichtingheim, in Bohemia, as was hinted to you 
by the late Rev. Mr. Nitsehke. 

At Weisenfels, a little Prussian town near Leipzig, I made the valua- 
ble acquaintance of the worthy superintendent, Schmidt. He has the 
episcopacy over no less than eighty-eight churches. The mode of eccle- 
sfastical government has lately been ehanged from the Consistorial into 
the Synodal form. Now this worthy man promised To MAKE THE 
CAUSE OF THE JEWS A CONCERN OF THE CHURCH, and to lay it before his 
clergy at the next Synod, to be held in the present month of July. On 
my return here, you may imagine it was one of my first employments to 
send him as many copies of the tract, No. 17, (Attempts,) as I could well 
spare. 

But the place where our cause has through my humble endeavours been 
most cordially embraced, is Leipzig. The late formation of an indepen- 
dent Missionary Society there was not a little favourable and preparatory 
to my views. Tite persons I visited were the following, the Magistrate 
Volkmann, the Court-counsellor, (Hofrath,) Suabedissen, ‘Tutor of the 
prince of Hesse-Cassel, who studies at the university of Leipzig, the 
Rev. Professor Lindner, the Rev. Mr. Sander, Mr. Tauchnitz, &c. 
They unanimously agreed to make our cause an appendix (an expres- 
sion of one of them) to their Missionary Society, which is the sooner 
practicable as it is formed independently of that at Basil. Mr. Volk- 
mann promised to recommend and plead our cause at Dresden, where a 
Missionary Society has lately been formed upon the same principles, and 
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where he is well acquainted and greatly connected. The excellent Su- 
abedissen showed himself ready to plead the same cause to his young 
prince, who, he said, was always ready to promote a good work, though 
too young to take an active part in any. Rev. Professor Lindner will 
be my correspondent, and I expect daily his communication about the 
success of his proposal to the committee of their Missionary Society. 
The young Mr. Tauchnitz, as well as Rev. Mr. Sander, are burning to 
do something in the matter, and I was happy to hear that the former is 
going to receive books directly from you. He alsotold me that the Jews 
are opening next fair a synagogue at Leipzig, on the plan of our new- 
fangled one here, and the first professor has allowed them the saloon 
where the theological lectures are read, the fair being just during the va- 
cations. At Leipzig itself, the number of inhabiting Jews is very incon- 
siderable. Since my return, I have been informed they are erecting 
another of these temples at Koenigsberg in Prussia also. 

Since my return, I have been gratified with the acquaintance of two or 
three proselytes, who are real Christians indeed. But they have become 
so subsequently to their baptisms. The one has been but lately awaken- 
ed, and on his departure from here (he is an officer in the army) wrote to 
me a letter so descriptive of the fervency of his love to Jesus, that I can- 
not help sending you withal a copy of it. The history of the other is 
very remarkable. His mother lived at Halle, his father was one of the 
first Counts in Silesia, hence the circumstances were so at his birth that 
his Christian guardians. (Chancellor Niemeyer, &c.) decreed he should 
be educated neutrally to either religion till come to years of discretion, 
when he should choose for himself. But through his mother’s persua- 
sions he embraced Judaism in his thirteenth year, was sent to Amsterdam 
and circumcised there. He became a very strict Jew till about his nine- 
teenth year, when his conscience became uneasy about his choice, and he 
took baptism, notwithstanding all the remonstrances and threatenings of 
his bigoted mother. He then married a Christian woman, but continued 
without the experimental knowledge of Christ a year longer, when, upon 
hearing a sermon of an evangelical minister, he became serious, and now 
walks as becomes a disciple of Christ. He is a man of some parts, and 
of great theological inclinations, I think he might be usefully employed 
in our cause, for which he feels particular interest. His temporal cir- 
cumstances are deplorably low, as he has the care of a family (and of a 
sickly one) to bear. 

My severe indisposition under which I have laboured, and still do so, 
since my return, has delayed this Report so long. My pains were so ag- 
gravating, that | have been obliged to discontinue all my studies and em- 
ployments, and the physicians tell me I must go to a sea place, if I wish to 
recover my health and spirits. 

May the Lord further our work, and let his blessing rest on the endea- 
vours already made for his glorious name’s sake. Amen. 


fam, &c. 
G. G. FRIEDENBERG. 
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BIBLE SOCIETIES. 


From the Rev. Professor Leander Van Ess. 
Marburg, 14 March, 1821. 


Aurnoves I have long delayed returning my heartfelt thanks to your 
Committee, for the last grants of 500/. and 300 florins ; you will not, f 
trust, consider this delay asa mark of weariness or cessation in my Bibli- 
cal work. On the contrary, you may hail it as a pleasing evidence of 
my continually increasing, and even.overwhelming labours, in dissemi- 
nating the Scriptures; labours which demand the sacrifice of almost all 
my time and strength. To this may be added, the work of publishing 
the Old Testament, the printing of which proceeds rapidly, twelve 
sheets being already struck off. Independent of this, I have experienced 
a severe trial in the illness of my Secretary, who has been confined to 
his bed for two months ; in consequence of which, all the business, 
whether relating to the receipts or disbursements, devolves upon me. 

Herewith you will receive my half-yearly account, from July to De- 
cember, 1820, as examined and countersigned by the Committee, by 
whom all the original documents are inspected. In the absence of one 
of the Committee Members, on account of indisposition, I supplied his 
place by calling inthe Rev. Mr. Ritter. 

At the desire of your Committee, I have considerably lessened the 
gratuitous distribution of bound copies; hence it arises, that the number 
distributed is comparatively small. I exhort all my correspondents to 
pay the amount of binding, which, indeed, is sometimes done ; but, in 
consequence of this condition, a voice, 1 may more correctly say, a cry 
of vehement desire and hunger for Testaments, gratuitously bound, was 
raised by those unable to pay for them. Thus, at the very period when 
1 refused bound Testaments, gratis, the call for them has become more 
importunate and incessant on every side. 

By means of my reply to the Bishop of Coire, which was published in 
several public papers, many Catholic Clergymen and School Inspectors 
in the Rhenish provinces have been remarkably encouraged and stimu- 
lated to persevere undauntedly in their endeavours to introduce my 
New Testament into the Schools under their superintendence. Some 
of the districts contain from fifty to eighty parishes, and a still greater 
number of schools. I receive the most numerous applications from 
Upper and Lower Lusatia, from Silesia, and the Bohemian frontier. 
These applications are chiefly for bound Testaments, gratis. 

I have addressed a circular letter to all the Bible Societies in Germa- 
ny, &c. which contains pressing solicitations for support, as the demands 
flowing in upon me, both for Catholic and Protestant Bibles and Testa- 
ments, are so numerous, that the British and Foreign Bible Society, with 
all its good-will and readiness, considering the large demands made upon 
its funds, cannot assist me to such an extent as its Committee, and as I 
myself, should wish. I hope to receive assistance from Russia, Amster- 
dam, &c. for defraying the cost of binding. 

Above all, I beg you will present my most heartfelt thanks to your 
Committee, in the name of many thousands, for that Christian, liberality 
by means of which they have been supplied with the word of Salvation, 





8 
2 
inf 
a. 
e 
Leas 
i 
® 
2 











Bec de 





Sandwich Island Mission. 118 


For myself, I owe it to your Society to express my warmest gratitude 
for their continued confidence, in placing at my disposal the rich abun- 
dance of their Christian love. I shall never cease to devote all my pow- 
ers to this sacred work, till death shall call me away. 

Have the goodness to commend me to the kind regard and to the pray- 
ers of the honoured Members of your Committee, and to all friends of 
the cause. I stand in real need of their supplications, that both my body 
and spirit may not sink under my accumulated burdens. 

From the last printed account, published by Professor Van Ess, it 
appears that the number of copies of the New Testament circulated, 
of his own version, up to the 31st of December, 1820, amounts to 
394,067; besides which, he has distributed 5394 New Testaments of other 
Catholic and Protestant versions, in various languages, and 8749 Catho- 
lic and Protestant Bibles. In all, 408,210 copies of the Holy Scrip- 
tures have been put into circulation through the Professor and his friends. 


POLYNESIA.—Sanpwicu Is.tanps. 
JOURNAL OF THE MISSIONARIES.—(Continued from p. 51.) 


This interesting mission has occupied several pages in our late numbers, and we 
are sure our readers must have had great pleasure in the important information to 
be derived from knowing, the wonders that the Lord is working in behalf of these 
‘‘isles of the sea.” The Missionary Herald, from which we copy most of the ac- 
counts of the missions under the direction of the American Board, contains the jour- 
nal of the Missionaries up to the early part of July, and letters to the 2d of August. 
From these we shall endeavour to draw a faithful summary, with such extracts as 
we deem most interesting. 


Petition to settle at Woahoo. 


On the 10th of August “ all the brethren went on shore to make one 
more effort to obtain what seemed to all desirable.” “The difficulty of 
obtaining wood and water at Kirooah,” the residence of the late king, 
Tamahamaha, “ was an objection of no small magnitude, to settling 
altogether at this dry and barren place.” After much delay in waiting 
for the arrival of the chiefs and influential persons, “ the king and queens, 
as they are called, and all the principal chiefs, except Roka and Tamoree, 
from all the islands, were now at this village.” “ Before any decision 
could be made, two youths presented themselves near the king’s dwelling ; 
prepared for a public dance ; two thousand people were soon collected 
to see this childish amusement.” 

The application was now formally made, and after making many in- 
quiries, and raising objections, which were answered by the Missionaries, 
it was finally decided by ballot that brother Thurston should remain at 
Kirooah. “ Though some of our fondly anticipated plans are overturned 
by this separation, yet we are consoled by the full conviction, that our duty 
requires it, and by the happy reflection, that we proceeded with delibera- 
tion and prayer, and according to the best means of judging which were 
in our power.” 

First Settlement of the Gospel in Owhyhee. 

April 12. A busy, trying, joyful and memorable day. Brother T. 
and Dr. H. with their wives, and Thomas Hopoo and William Tennooe, 
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landed and took up their residence at Kirooah. The day was.spent 
principally in selecting and removing their effects from the brig, dividing 
to them such portions of the common stock, as seemed desirable and 
necessary for their immediate use, and making the best arrangements in 
our power, for their comfort and usefulness. As the brig lay about a 
mile from the shore, the boats were employed all day in transporting the 
baggage, &c. to the beach, and several of the king’s men, with one of the 
brethren, in removing them from the beach to a small house formerly 
occupied by Dr. Elliot, now designated for the temporary use of the 
mission. After tea, those of eur number, who had willingly determined 


to commence their work here, took leave of the Thaddeus, and of most of 


the remaining members of the mission family, and repaired to their lodg- 
ings on heathen shores. They were accompanied by Mr. Bingham and 
Capt. Blanchard, and, with particular instructions, mutual counsels, and 
affectionate salutations, they-were commended to the grace and protec- 
tion of Him who said, “ LoI am with you alway,” and were left to the 
peculiar privations and enjoyments of their new and untried situation. 

At a late hour in the evening the king was found diligently engaged 
with his book, having begun in earnest to learn the rudiments of the 
English language, and made pleasing progress for two or three days. 
Taking leave of him, we weighed anchor, and immediately sailed for 
Woahoo. 

Thus in the name of our God have we set up our banner on the be- 
nighted shores of Owhyhee, and have stationed a little feeble band to sup- 
port it there. May the blessing of the God of Jacob rest upon them, 
make their house a Bethel, their instructions a light to those who sit in 
darkness, and their influence a perennial stream whose gentle flow shall 
fertilize the barren waste, and make glad the city of our God. 

Description of Kirooah and its Vicinity. 

Kirooah is a considerable village, containing two or three thousand 
inhabitants. It has a battery of 20 or 30 guns, and a garrison of about 
200 soldiers. It is built upon lavaand sand. The face of the surround- 
ing country is not pleasing, as it appears to have been formed by volca- 
nic eruptions, rising gradually from the shore, until it swells into a 
mountain, at the distance of 6 or 8 miles to the east. Cocoa-nut trees 
line the beach, together with a few low shady trees; and further back a 
tree yielding a species of oil-nut, which the inhabitants burn instead of 
lamps. About four miles back trom the bay, bread fruit, bananas, sugar 
cane, sweet potatoes, and mountain toro, are produced, and a variety 
of vegetables here and there, where a little soil can be found to support 
them. There are no streams. of water at Kirooah. The inhabitants 
generally use brackish water, which they find near the shore; or the 
water that is caught in the rocks; but the chiefs send back several 
miles for the water which they drink, which is found fresh and cool 
im eaves and natural reservoirs. The case is similar at Karakakooa. 
But the country southeastward from Kirooah, at the distance of 15 or 
20 miles, which Mr. Chamberlain and Mr. Whitney explored, has an 
excellent soil, well adapted to agriculture; yet not very well supplied 
with living streams, or favoured with successive rains. 

13. Last night we left Kirooah bay. We have lost sight of Owyhee, 
and passed Mowee again. Several of the family feel the motion of the 
brig so sensibly as to be sea-sick. The same persons were affected in a 
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similar manner, whenever we had a rough sea, during the whole of our 
passage from America. 

[The Missionary Herald furnishes the following brief particulars of 
the Mission, which bring down its history to the latter part of July.] 

On the 14th of April the Thaddeus anchored at Hanaroorah, in 
Woahoo. On the .19th the missionaries landed with their efiects. 
They were kindly welcomed to the islands by American and British sea 
captains, and other temporary residents; were accommodated with 
houses, till they should be able to possess houses of their own ; and 
speedily entered upon the regular labours of their mission. On the 14th 
of May, they opened a subscription for an Orphan School Fund, 
which was so patronized by American and British visiters, that within 
two months, more than three hundred Spanish dollars were subscribed. 
The general state of the mission is given in the joint letter of the mission- 
aries, published in the preceding pages. 

Mrs. Loomis was made the happy mother of a fine son, the 16th of 
July. This was the first white child ever born in the islands. 

At the last dates, Krimakoo, the prime minister, was very desirous to 
have one of the missionaries live with him; and it was determined that 
Mr. Loomis should comply with his request, and reside, for awhile, at 
Toeaigh bay. 

Thomas Hopoo and John Honooree were very exemplary. Thomas 
was daily and laboriously engaged in the duties of the mission, and was 
in high favour with Reho-reho. 

It is painful to add, that William Tennooe had discovered signs of 
defection from the strictness of the Christian life, soon after he arrived at 
the islands. Various attempts were made to reclaim him; but they 
were ineffectual, and he was formally and solemnly separated from the 
church, about the 20th of July. He has many friends in this country, 
who entertained strong hopes of his piety. ‘They will not cease to pray, 
that he may be brought to repentance, and saved to the mission. 

The determination of Dr. Holman to settle by himself, on the island 
of Mowee, was regretted by his associates. Let us hope, that if this 
measure should prove to be injudicious, he will cheerfully abandon it. 

On the whole, the state of the mission is extremely encouraging. 
Many signal interpositions of Providence in its favour have already been 
experienced, and should be gratefully commemorated. The same God, 
who has sustained and cheered the missionaries hitherto, is able to give 
them complete success. 

The Christian community in this country has felt a great interest in 
the reception, which these islands of the sea should give to the heralds: 
of the cross. Many fervent and importunate prayers have been offered 
daily, since the first preparatory measures were taken for the mission, 
that God would open a door of access to the pagan islanders. Such a 
door appears to be opened. The missionaries are received; the na- 
tives are willing to be taught ; the voice of prayer and praise is heard ; 
and the truths of the Gospel are communicated. There is good reason 
to hope, that Christianity will henceforth maintain a stand, where it 
has been so recently planted, and will finally prevail and prosper among 
these benighted children of Adam. 

Let every friend of missions, then, while he rejoices on account of the 
divine goodness to this attempt to honour the name of Christ among 
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the heathen, come before the Lord with a thank-offering, suited to ex- 
press the sincerity of his gratitude, and the high estimation in which 
he holds the missionary cause. Let not the claims of millions be disre- 
garded ; especially let not the wants of our own missions be unheeded. 
Happy would it be for the cause of the Gospel ; happy for a perishing 
world, if the various exhibitions of God’s favour to. missions were to en- 
courage all the professors of godliness to redouble their exertions, and to 
urge forward the work of converting the Gentiles, as a work reasona- 
ble, practicable, obligatory on Christians, imperiously demanded, infi- 
nitely desirable, and supremely important. 

That this effect may be produced, every disciple of Christ must make 
the call of his Lord personal to himself. He must say, not with his 
mouth only, but with his heart, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do. 


Destruction of Idolatry at the Sandwich Islands. 


It may be interesting to some of our readers to peruse the following 
paragraphs of a letter, written by one of the mates of the Thaddeus, 
who had previously been much acquainted at the Sandwich Islands. 


The letter is dated July 22d. 

‘JT shall not undertake to give you a detail of the voyage, or of the reception 
which the mission has met with at the islands, for you have it from a more able pen. 
I congratulate you on the highly favourable reception of the mission. 

*< The great and important revolution which has followed the death of Tamaha- 
maha, has opened the way for Missionaries, and seems to insure them success. 
But they have a great work before them; having ignorance and the remains of su- 
perstitious prejudices to combat. 

‘©The great events of the revolution seem wrought by miracle. It was with 

astonishment that I heard, ‘ Owhyhee’s idols were no more.’ The great change was 
most apparent tome. Knowing, as I did, their former attachment and deep-rooted 
prejudices in favour of their ¢aboos, and their superstitious reverence for their vain 
akooahs ; that they were ‘no more? was what I could not realize, until I had trodden 
on the ruins of some of their Jate altars of abominations, and seen the ashes of their 
once sacred idols mingled with the dust. 
. “TI now have the pleasure of seeing a part of the Missionaries comfortably 
situated at this place, having already commenced their work, and appearing to 
enjoy many pleasures of domestic life, while all branches of the mission are enjoying 
the respect and confidence of the natives. 

‘The king was the first to become a pupil; and the by-word among all classes 
of the natives is ‘ the A, B, C.’ 

“Sir, I doubt not that the Ulessing of God will crown all their labours with 
abundant success, both in civilizing and Christianizing this nation.” 





UNITED STATES. 


An Account of a Mission among the Senecas and en etn in 1820, by the 
Rev. oye | Alden, President of Alleghany College, addressed to the Rev. Abiel 
Holmes, D. D. of Massachusetts, Secretary of the marr 008 ropagating the Gos- 
pel among the Indians and others of North America.—( Gachalad from page 82.) 


From the white woman’s tract we set our faces for Weskoi, on another reserva- 
tion still further up the Genessee. On our way, we turned aside to view a great 
natural curiosity, little frequented and probably never described, the falls in the ri- 
ver at Nunda. With some difficulty we descended a precipitous bank, and passed 
over a bottom to the margin of the river, where we stood upon a solid shelving rock, 
and looked down the frightful chasm. We saw before us the sheet of water falling 
ninety-six feet upon a rocky foundation, from which the spray rose in a thick mist, 
and exhibited a well defined rainbow. Two other falls are above, and within a 
mile and a half of the one we visited. At the uppermost, the whole river has @ per- 
pendicular descent of sixty-seven feet, and, at the intermediate fall, that of one 
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hundred and ten feet, as we were credibly informed. The want of time, with the 
inconvenience of access, prevented us the gratification of beholding more than one 
of these three cataracts, which, in time of a high rise of water, must be awfully 
tremendous. 

On our route, we ascertained, that the Indians of the Weskoi settlement were 
searching the woods for ginseng, for which they had been promised two dollars a 
bushel, by a gentleman then manufacturing the roots of this plant into that trans- 
parent state in which they command in China a generous price. As the road into 
that region was of a very forbidding aspect, and as it could be of little advantage 
to visit deserted huts, we took our direction for the Buffalo Creek aborigines, with 
whom I had engaged to spend a Sabbath; performing missionary labours, from 
place to place, among the white inhabitants, as I had done in all my peregrina~ 
tions. 

On Thursday, the 21st of September, we had the pleasure of witnessing the opera- 
tion of the Indian school, conducted by Mr. James Young, his lady, and Miss Low. 
It is in a midway situation between two of the principal villages on the Buffalo 
Creek, and is under the patronage of the New-York Missionary Society.* The house, 
jately erected, is well calculated for the object of the institution, and is furnished 
with a fine-toned bell of one hundred and fifty pounds weight. The lower story, 
divided into a competent number of apartments, affords comfortable accommoda- 
tions for the worthy and indefatigable mission family. The upper story, consisting 
of one spacious room, the chimney being in the centre, with the fixtures, and appur- 
tenances for reading, writing, ciphering, sewing, knitting, and spinning, is very 
convenient for the complex business of this flourishing seminary. ‘The building, on 
the plan of its construction, may be considered as a good model for such an aborigi- 
nalestablishment. We were gratified at the order and decorum which marked the 
conduct of the pupils, both male and female, and at the proficiency they had made 
in the various branches, to which they had attended. The school is daily opened 
and closed with prayer and a hymn in Seneca, which many of the children, of both 
sexes, instructed by Mr. Young, sing with great propriety, and exhibit a very inte- 
resting scene. Dennis Cusick, son of the venerable interpreter at the Tuscarora vil- 
lage, near Lewiston, had recently spent considerable time at this place, and had 
left numerous pieces of writing, of different hands, showing a skill in penmanship 
seldom surpassed by any one. He has a natural taste for drawing, and some of the 
specimens of his ingenuity in this art, which we had opportunity to examine, indi- 
cate a genius worthy of encouragement. 

The Sabbath school connected with this establishment deserves a special notice, 
and I regret that it was out of my power to see it. Here the little Indians and 
squaws assemble, from Sabbath to Sabbath, trudging through the bushes, in some 
instances, four and five miles, to the amount of eighty, to hear of Heaven and learn 
the way. There is, however, considerable want of constancy in their attendance, 
as is the case at all the aboriginal schools with which 1 am acquainted. 

The habits of Indians militate with that system of confinement and application, 
which is essential toa rapid progress. While some parents exercise their authority and 
cause their children to profit by the privilege gratuitously offered, others, feeling )it- 
tle anxiety on the subject of education, suffer their children to act as they please. 
Many, again, are obliged to keep their sons and daughters at work on their lands, 
during the summer, so that, at that season, not more than fifteen boys have attend- 
ed the school, at this place, from day to day, and about an equal number of girls; 
the last winter, however, the average number of the former was forty-five, and that 
of the latter twenty-five. 

I had an interview, this day, with Pollard, now the head chief of the Senecas on 
this reservation. I gave him, with the aid of Thomas Armstrong, an account of m 
mission at Cataraugus, Tonnewanta, and Squanke Hill, and of the readiness whi 
many manifested in those places to listen to the solemn druths of religion. With a 
smile on his tawny face, which developed the gratefa! feelings of his heart, he re- 
plied in this manner; ‘ I thank the Great Spirit for giving you health and strength 
to visit your red brethren again. J hope the time willsoon come, when the Indians 
and all people, every where, will unite in calling on the name of the Lord, and take 
the way of God through Jesus Christ.” 

In the evening, we were at the regular meeting of the Indians at the council- 
house, where, after singing their principal tunes, I had opportunity to address a 
goodly number of fellow creatures on the things which pertain to our everlasting 
peace. Tall Peter, an exemplary chief, as the people were about to disperse, ar- 
sested their attention by a statement he made relative to some one, who had been 


* Now transferred to the “ United Foreign Missionary Society.”—Ed. 
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sick, and whose field of oats was suffering for want of attention. He invited the 
men present to assist, the next day, in cutting and securing the oats, to which they 
cheerfully acceded. Such instances of kindness to the unfortunate are frequent 
with the Senecas. 

Snow and Little Johnson took care of our horses on this and the former occasion, 
while we continued in the village, and would receive no compensation, alleging, 
that they wished they could do more for the encouragement of ministers, who take 
pains to come and instruct the Indians. 

Sabbath, 24th September. The council-house was well filled with the aboriginals, 
and amongst them were six chiefs; Pollard, Young King, White Chief, Tall Peter, 
Seneca White, and White Seneca; and a number of people from Buffalo. The 
> I used, at this time, was the 19th and 20th verses of the 28th chapter of Mat- 
thew. 

After a short intermission, the religious exercises were renewed, and Mr. Hyde 
continued the train of thought in a plain, pertinent, happy, and interesting manner. 
The greatest decorum marked the behaviour of the numerous audience. The at- 
tention was very gratifying, and the singing would have delighted any one, who feels 
an interest in the spiritual welfare of these natives, who seem to be just emerging 
out of darkness into the glorious light of the gospel. Tall Peter, and Seneca White 
closed the two meetings with prayer. The latter, in a speech of some length, re- 
curred to the leading topics of discourse, enforcing with his own arguments their 
importance, and particularly what had been represented in reference to the duty of 
family worship. 

On the following day we took our departure from this reservation, and our leave 
of the faithful labourer in this vineyard, Mr. Hyde, his worthy consort, and family. 
itis truly wonderful to witness the apparent alteration for good, both temporal and 
spivitual, among the aborigines of this place, since my mission in 1818. This is to 
be attributed, in no small degree, under Providence, to the edifying example of the 
mission family, and to the reiterated christian instructions of that man of God, who, 
at times, alinost overwhelmed with difficulties, which I have nottime to unfold, has 
persevered, passing by good report and evil report, aiming at the interest, honour 
and glory of his divine Master, by exerting, for a series of years, his best talents in 
the best of causes; and who has now the heart-cheering comfort and joy, from the 
present aspect of his charge, of anticipating what God will shortly do for the salva- 
tion of this long neglected people. He has acquired much of the dialect of the Se- 
necas, by a long intercourse with them, and by the aid of Thomas Armstrong, for 
several years an inmate in his family, his able interpreter, whose kind services re- 
peatedly afforded I have to acknowledge, and who is his assistant in translating 
portions of the book of God. It is highly’important that Mr. Hyde should be en- 
couraged in his labours to furnish this people with the words of eternal life. 

It is worthy ofspecial remark, that the family of the christian party, in the course 
of the two last years, have cleared more land, made more enclosures, and raised 
more grain, than they had ever done before in five times that period. Last year, 
they had a thousand bushels of corn more than their exigencies required. In former 
seasons they would have suffered for want of bread, but for the kind contributions 
of the benevolent among their white brethren. In a moral and religious point of 
view the alteration is equally great, and must animate those individuals and socie- 
ties, heretofore pitying, and, in the spirit of the gospel, exerting themselves to give 
them the light and the comfort of the truth, to persevere, and not to be weary in 
well doing. 

We took our course through Isshua and Big Valley, to the Alleghany reservation. 
The improvements and population of the western counties, in New-York, have in- 
creased with astonishing rapidity since my first visit to those regions in 1817. 

As we were entering the Indian territory, I was severely threatened with the pre- 
valent fever, and with difficulty could I proceed, yet daily travelled, except the 
Sabbath, which we spent at Warren, till we arrived at Meadville. 

Thursday, the 29th September, we reached the hospitable mansion of Jonathan 
Thomas, on the Tu-ne-sas-sah, a small creek which enters the Alleghany, below 
Cold Spring, or, in the language of the natives, Te-w-ne-ko-ne-u. Here we had a 
cordial reception, as I have had, repeatedly, in times past. Joseph Elkinton, who, 
for several years previously to the Council of June, 1819, had diligently and suc- 
cessfully taught the school at Cold Spring, had recently arrived from Philadelphia 
with a respectable deputation from the Society of Friends in that city. 

Mr. Thomas, with the characteristic love and good will of the Friends, has long 


* The sketch of the sermon preached on this occasion we are obliged to omit for the want of 
room. 
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exerted his talents and influence to raise the standard of morals among the natives 
in his vicinity. By his mild and amiable deportment, by his example and counsel, 
and by his many offices of benevolence, much good has been done to this aboriginal 
people. His patience, however, has been often tried by the ignorance of all, the 
obstinacy of some, but the jealousy of more. Indeed, the latter trait in the Indian cha- 
racter will probably be the last to yield to any culture which Christian benevolence 
may attempt. It seems a thing almost impossible to convince the natives of the 
wilderness, that white people have no sinister purposes in their endeavours to me- 
liorate their temporal and spiritual condition. Much allowance, however, ought 
to be made in apology for their jealous apprehensions, when it is considered how 
often, and in how many different ways, they have been treated ill by the unprincipled 
among the white people. 

Last year I turned aside, while on a Presbyterian appointment, and spent a little 
time atthis place. It was soon after the noted Council of June. Blacksnake, who 
had ever been a friend to Mr. Elkinton’s school, was carried away by the influence 
of Red Jacket, and returned with the resolution to abolish the school. A Council 
was called, at which I was present. This chief entered into a full statement of his 
fears, as to the result of all the kindness the Indians had experienced from the 
Friends, representing that so much could not be done for them without the expecta- 
tion of some future remuneration, and that, perhaps, in the issue, they would be 
driven from their lands into the woods, far towards the setting sun. Mr. Thomas 
replied by giving an induction of particulars. 

When the Friends first undertook to instruct the Indians of that reservation in 
agriculture, various mechanical employments, and to read, write, and cipher, Mr. 
‘Thomas, the superintendent, with his family, occupied a tract of their land. He 
made an extensive clearing, enclosed it with good fences, and put it into a high 
state of cultivation, that the natives might see of what their territory was capable. 
When the place at Tunesassah, adjoining their reservation, was bought by the 
Society, Mr. Thomas removed, leaving the buildings and all the improvements he 
had made for the use of the Indians, without asking any compensation. Nothing 
had been requested for the numerous implements of husbandry, and the various to®ls 
necessary in the several mechanical exercises to which they had now become accus- 
tomed, and never would. Could they not believe him? Had he ever deceived them 
in any one thing? Blacksnake had expressed a willingness that the school d be 
continued near their land, and that those who were disposed to send their ren, 
should do it still; but his wish was, that every one should pay the tuition of the 
pupils he might furnish. Mr. Thomas replied, that it was perfectly agreeable to. 
him that any of the Indians, who chose, should pay for the schooling; but stated, 
that some years before, when the chiefs insisted on it, such was their importunity, 
and such their gratitude for the kindness of the Friends, he had accepted twenty 
dollars of the money from their annual public grant; and what use did he make of 
it? He shortly after added forty dollars to the sum, bought a fine yoke of oxen, 
and presented them to the Indians. Blacksnake said he knew all this to be true. 
Well, said Mr. Thomas, I will now tell you what I shall do with the school 
money you or any others may please to pay. It shall all be laid out in books, 
paper, slates, and pencils, and given to the pupils of the school. Mr. Elkinton told 
him that the garden, which, at his leisure, he had cleared and fenced, and which 
was very productive as well as beautiful, would also be left for the use of the In- 
dians without the expectation or the wish of any reward. By the time the business 
of the Council was brought to a close, this chief seemed to think it was best to let 
the school proceed as usual. It has, however, been suspended for a while, but, in 
all probability, will soon be renewed. The children of the school were much at- 
tached to their teacher, who, by a judicious management, has led them on to im- 
portant acquisitions. He offered, on the publication and introduction of Mr. Hyde’s 
little books, sixpence to every one who would learn dnd repeat the Lord’s prayer 
in Seneca and English. The proffered premium had the desired effect. The children 
were encouraged to write letters, which they generally addressed to their master, 
and Mr. Thomas. Many of these pieces of English composition, from the young 
aboriginals, were presented to me, which it would gratify the Society for Propa- 
gating the Gospel to see. 

I was too unwell to attempt an address to the Indians here, even if an opportuni- 
ty had been presented. We passed down the Alleghany, calling at several of the 
cabins by the way, till we arrived at Jen-ne-sa-da-ga, where I hoped to have had 
an interview with Cornplanter. He was not at home; yet we had particular in- 
formation, as to the present state of his mind. In my last journal, I gave some account 
of his mental derangement. This has, unhappily, continued to the present period, 
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to a certain extent, and he seems to have lost, even in his most lucid intervals, his 
former impressions, which he has often expressed in the strongest language, in re- 
ference to the truth, the excellence, and the importance of the Christian religion. 

See Alleghany Mag. for Nov. 1816.] All his representations, for nearly two years, 

ave been in favour of the ancient aboriginal mode of worship. Hence, the pagan 
party, on Buffalo Creek, not long since, sent for him to a council, thinking to 
strengthen their cause by the aid of one, who had formerly been the most popular 
and influential chief in the Seneca nation. He readily attended, and endeavoured, 
by an address, to prop their tottering system; but, the powers of his mind were so 
impaired that no notice was taken of his public speech. 

While we regret the situation of the once venerable, thoughtful, and seemingly 
not only almost persuaded, noble spirited Kiendtwohke, and the cloud, which stills 
hangs over one half of his tribe, there is great reason to rejoice at the smiles of 
Heaven, which, at length, are beginning to beam, with gladsome rays, upon this long 
neglected people. God, in the wisdom of his providence, has prepared the way for 
rendering the blessings of religion, pure and undefiled, to all the territories of the 
Senecas. A few years since, no missionary could have the sanction of the chiefs 
for delivering the messages of grace. Now, there is not only a willingness in a ma- 
jority of these chiefs, but an eagerness and anxiety, to hear and understand the 
words of eterna] life. Some have been under deep convictions, and a few, it is con- 
ceived, have chosen that good part, which will never be taken fromthem. Soon 
may we expect to see churches organized, and the ordinances of the gospel duly ad- 
ministered, in a region, which the prince of darkness has ever claimed, and the pre- 
sent opposition gradually subsiding, till all these tawny sons of the forest shall flock 
to the standard of the cross. This happy period is fast approaching. The angel 
now in the midst of heaven having the everlasting gospel to preach to every nation, 
kindred and tongue, will shortly reach his utmost bounds, and soon will the poor 
savages ofthe American wilderness, with the heathen of every clime, commence the 
everlasting song of redeeming love —(Communicated for the Christian Herald.) 





OBITUARY. 


THE Rev. Tuomas Scott, Rector of Aston Sandford, (E) was called to his 
eternal rest on the 16th of April last, after an illness which confined him to his bed 
five weeks. ; 

For seven or eight years past, says the Christian Observer, various infirmities 
had confined Mr. Scott to the immediate neighbourhood in which he resided, and 
most of the time to his own very small parish, not containing seventy souls. His 
labours, however, asa student, and with his pen, were undiminished: and it is not 
twelve months since he wrote to one of his family, “‘ I believe I work more hours 
daily in my study than ever I did in my life.” His only relaxation was cultivating 
his garden, when the weather would permit his thus employing an hour or two in the 
afternoon. Inereasing deafness had of late nearly precluded him from conversa- 
tion, in which he used to take great delight, and reduced him almost to a life of so 
litude, in the midst of a family who greatly loved and were tenderly beloved by him. 

On the first Sunday in March he preached in the forenoon with great animation, 
(from Rom. viii. 32.) and administered the Lord’s Supper ; and in the evening he ex- 
pounded, as usual, to several of his parishioners assembled in his kitchen—the sub- 
ject, the Pharisee and Publican, Luke xviii. But it was for the last time. He soon 
after caught a severe cold: and though the catarrhal symptoms gave way sooner 
than was expected, yet on Saturday, March 10, he was attacked with fever, whick 
continued, with some variations, till its fatal termination at the period already men~ 
tioned. 

His last fear respected the agony of death itself, the act of dying, and the severe 
struggle which he thought he had peculiar reason then to expect. But, blessed be 
God! death brought no agony, no struggte, not even a groan, or a sigh, or a dis- 
composed feature tohim! His breath (so to speak) gradually ebbed away, and that 
he ceased to breathe, while his countenance assumed a most benign and placid as- 
pect, was all the description that could be given of his departure. ’ 

Thus * slept in Jesus,” in the 75th year of his age, and after the faithful dis- 
charge of his ministry during more than 45 years, this honoured servant of God, who, 
by his numerous and valuable writings, “ being dead, yet speaketh,” and will, it may 
be hoped, continue to instruct and edify to distant generations, 


Tue Rev. Dr. WORCESTER is no more, He died at Brainerd om the 7th of June. 
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They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; these see the 
works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep. — They cry unte the Lord in their trouble, 
and he bringeth them out of their distresses.—Psalms. 
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A.ruouGcu for the last twenty years, schemes of Christian benevo- 
lence have been gradually put into operation, it was not, till about three 
years since, that public attention was in any special manner directed to 
the moral condition of seamen. The bravery of this interesting class of 
men in war, and the value of their services in time of peace, had indeed for 
a long time been fully appreciated. ‘The ports and waters of the old 
and of the new world had alike borne testimony to their valour and en- 
terprise, and public honours had not been wanting in the celebration 
of their achievements, but notwithstanding that their situation exposed 
them to peculiar temptations, as well as to the greatest dangers, and to 
sudden death, the Christian community did not seem to realize the 
importance of raising their moral views, and of leading them to a course 
of life, by which they might be prepared for greater usefulness in this 
world, and for a crown of glory in the world to come. 

Some Bible and Tract Societies, and a few benevolent individuals, it 
is true, had directed a portion of their attention to the religious welfare 
of seamen. There have not been wanting in the British navy, for many 
years, pious officers and sailors, whose influence has been sensibly felt, 
and in the merchant service, instances have occurred of similar exertions, 
attended with happy effects; but as a community, this portion of our 
fellow beings was, till very recently, neglected and forgotten ; with little 
exception, they were daily dropping into a watery grave, or falling a 
prey to battle, or to unhealthy climates, or to the still more certain de- 
struction of various indulgences, without any to remind them that they 
were immortal beings, or to rouse their attention to the importance of 
their eternal concerns. 

To use the words of a late London report, “ the moral and religious 
condition of our seamen has been most deplorable. Darkness has co- 
vered our ships, and gross darkness our sailors. They have been without 
Christ, strangers from the covenant of promise, having no hope, and 
without Ged in the world. A man of war has been proverbial for every 


 kirid of wiekedness, and a sailor but another name for a lawless being, 
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own heart’s lusts, to work all uncleanliness with greediness, his places 
of resort on shore have been infinitely more fatal than winds, or seas, 
or storms ; for in these, thousands, and tens of thousands, have made 
shipwreck of body and soul ; whence they have been hurried unprepared 
to meet an angry God.” 

In the year 1818, a simultaneous effort was made in Great Britain, 
anid in America, to meliorate the condition of Seamen. In Great 
Britain, the Port of London Society commenced its operations by 
opening a floating Chapel upon the ‘Thames, since followed by like 
exertions in other parts of that kingdom ; and in this country the society 
for promoting the Gospel among seamen, may be numbered amongst 
the first engaging in the laudable work, by its erection of the Mariners’ 
Church in this city, now accompanied with similar establishments, 
though not on a scale equally extensive, in other parts of the United 
States. 

It is more than three years since the society for promoting the Gospel 
amongst seamen was first organized; but as circumstances have 
hitherto prevented the board of Directors from laying a formal report 
before their constituents, they conceive that it will not be uninteresting 
to ee at something more than the proceedings of the past year. 

or a year previous to the formation of this institution, the Rev. Ward 
Stafford, while engaged in christian labours among the poor of the city, 
had directed a part of his attention to the moral improvement of sea- 
men. ‘The encouraging manner in which attentions were received, led 
him to urge on a number of merchants and shipmasters, the importance 
of a more extensive effort in the promotion of this object. The first 
meeting took place inthe month of May, 1818, when the incipient mea- 
sures were adopted. The association had many difficulties to contend 
with, and many prejudices to overcome, and it was not till the fall of the 
same year that a commencement was made of the work, by fitting up a 
school room capable of accommodating 400 persons, and by engaging 
the Rev. Mr. Stafford, to whose exertions in the cause so much was due, 
to officiate both as a pastor and preacher for seamen. In this place 
public worship was regularly maintained till May, 1820, and it was soon 
perceived that sailors.were not only willing to attend on the ordinances 
of religion, but that many of them regarded such attendance as a privi- 
lege and a pleasure. 

In the course of six months, more than 800 seamen called upon Mr. 
Stafford, either to converse on religious subjects, to take leave of him, 
or to solicit Bibles and Tracts. Their language and conduct on these 
occasions, afforded a convincing proof, that the exertions thus made for 
their benefit, met with their cordial approbation, and drew forth their 
grateful acknowledgments. Stimulated by this success, notwithstanding 
that the general embarrassment of the country rendered it a very unfa- 
vourable moment for obtaining pecuniary aid, the board ventured in 
February, 1819, to purchase most of the land which forms the present 
site of the Mariners’ Church. The limited state of the society’s funds, 
however, and the difficulty of obtaining assistance, delayed the erection 
of the building, which was not completed till the summer of the follow- 
ing year, the foundation having been laid in October, 1819. In the 
execution of this work, a grateful acknowledgment is due to many indi- 
viduals, whose assistance has been liberally given, either in the shape of 








& 





ern a a ae = Fee OS 


- 


ed la te gage 


PTET 


a aa SE 









Report of the Port of New-York Society. 123 


loans or donations. The institution is also much indebted to the exer- 
tions of the “ Marine Missionary Society,” which charged itself with 
paying the salary of the officiating minister. 

An act of incorporation was obtained from the state legislature in 
April, 1819, giving the usual powers to the association, under the title 
of “The Society for Promoting the Gospel amongst Seamen in the 
Port of New-York.” 

On the first Sabbath of June, 1820, the building was solemnly dedi- 
cated to Almighty God. The day, it is trusted, will be long remem- 
bered by the numerous body of seafaring persons assembled on that 
interesting occasion, amongst which were many, whose correct deport- 
ment and attenfrve countenances, spoke a language not to be mis- 
understood. 

The dedication services were performed by ministers of the Presby- 
terian, Episcopal, and Methodist denominations ; and it is not one of the 
least interesting features of this institution, that it presents the novelty 
of an establishment, in which all sectarian views are discarded ; that it 
affords at least one spot of neutral ground, on which the clergy of all 
christian denominations may officiate, and where christians of every 
Rame may co-operate in promoting the interest of their Redeemer’s 
kingdom. As an evidence of the reality of this circumstance, it is 
necessary Only to allude to the united general prayer meeting for the 
outpouring of the Spirit, which is held on the first Tuesday of every 
month in the Mariner’s Church, and which is regularly attended by 
christians of almost every denomination in the city. 

‘The Rev. Mr. Stafford having resigned, some time since, the charge 
which he held under the society, and its want of means precluding the 
further employment of a stated preacher, the institution has depended 
for some months on the Rev. Clergy of this metropolis, and those who 
eccasionally visit it, for agratuitous supply of the pulpit. Most of these 
gentlemen having very liberally promised their assistance, whenever it 
might be needed, the board have considered it a duty to apply to all of 
them in turn, and while the directors gratefully acknowledge the impor- 
tant aid thus received, they have pleasure in adding that, from the friend- 
ly disposition so generally manifested, there is reason to hope this aid 
will be as freely continued. 

The board, however, being fully aware that something more is neces- 
sary for their purpose, than the mere supply of the pulpit, and having 
witnessed the good effect of pastoral attention to the wants of seamen, a 
suitable person has been employed at a small expense to visit them in 
their houses, to lead their minds, by familiar conversation, to a knowledge 
of religious truth, and to a sense of its importance, and to persuade them 
to profit of the privileges which the institution affords them. 

The Rev. Henry Chase has been engaged in the performance of these 
duties the last quarter. His attentions, as well as those of his predecessors, 
appear to have been gratefully received, and these interviews are usually 
marked with that frankness and warmth of feeling so characteristic of 
sailors. In his last report, he says, ‘In all these visits, with one soli- 
tary exception, I have been received in the most friendly and cordial 
manner ; your object has been highly approved, and the mariners called 
upon, have promised to attend the church service and the prayer meet- 
ings as often as possible. It was very encouraging, in some instances, 
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when leaving these men, to be followed by repeated and pressing invi- 
tations to call again, and by their earnest wishes, that ten thousand 
blessings might settle on my head.” 

It has been made the duty of the same person, in his visits, to distri- 
bute Bibles and Tracts. These have in general met with a favourable 
reception, and the directors cannot refrain in this place from expressing 
their obligations to the New-York Religious Tract Society, and to the 
Marine Bible Society, for the means they have very liberally afforded of 
effecting so useful a distribution. ~ 

A devotional meeting for seafaring persons is held every Wednesday 
evening, in a room in the basement story of the Mariners’? Church. 
These meetings are conducted by the pastor before mentioned, and 
your board have the gratification to state, that the attendance on these 
occasions is gradually increasing, and their deportment in many instan- 
ces not only correct, but solemn and devout. 

The prominent object of the society being to provide for seamen the 
means of regular attendance upon the public worship of God on the 
Sabbath, it was found necessary, in order to secure this end, to appro- 
priate the lower floor of the church entirely to the accommodation of 
seafaring persons and the male friends of the institution, leaving the 
galleries for the use of the female members of the families of those for 
whose use the building was erected. 

By this arrangement a barrier is removed to the attendance of many 
who might otherwise from diffidence or backwardness decline entering 
a more mixed assembly. It affords, at the same time, to the society, a 
better opportunity of judging themselves, and af convincing the public, 
how much this class of persons avail themselves of the benefit thus 
afforded them. The result has surpassed the most sanguine expectations 
of the board, and satisfactory evidence has been afforded, that the ay- 
rangement made of the house is the only one which can secure to the 
building its peculiar character of a Mariners’ Church. It is hoped, 
that every reflecting person, far from being offended at this measure, 
will be sensible how much better it is that others should suffer a trifling 
inconvenience than to risk the possibility of restraining a single sea- 
man from taking his seat. 

The part of the house alloted to Mariners is capable of containing 
above 600 persons. Already it has been as well filled, in proportion to 
its size, as the churches of the city usually are; seamen have been 
much more easily prevailed upon to enter this place of worship, than 
was at first supposed, and the increasing interest excited amongst them, 
in respect to it, warrants the anticipation that the time is not far distant, 
when throngs of willing and devout worshippers shall return from their 
wanderings on the ocean, to give thanks, and to renew their vows, on 
this spot, to the God of Heaven, whose mercies they have so often ex- 
perienced. 

Numerous incidents have occurred, highly gratifying to the directors, 
as throwing a pleasing light on the character of those whose welfare has 
been so much the object of their solicitude ; amongst others it may be 
interesting to mention, that a letter was received by the secretary from 
one of the crew of a British vessel, who, in the abundance of his heart, 
could not refrain from expressing the rude but pious overflowings of 
gratitude, in the contemplation and enjoyment of privileges so freely 
extended to himself and his fellow seamen. 
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It may be proper to add, that in addition to the other purposes to 
which the Mariners’ Church is applied, a flourishing Sunday school has 
been opened in it, where the children of the neighbourhood, and espe- 
cially the children of those who are engaged in maritime occupations, 
are instructed on. the Sabbath in reading and in the rudiments of the 
christian religion. It is the design also of the board, when the state of 
their funds will admit of it, to open a weekly school for the gratuitous 
instruction of adult seamen, in such branches of science as may be more 


peculiarly useful to them. A periodical work, entitled “The CHRIS- 
TIAN HERALD AND SEAMAN’S MAGAZINE,” edited by a 
member of the board, is now published under its patronage, the design of 
which is to afford them useful and interesting matter of contemplation, 
particularly such as relates to their moral and religious improvement. 
The directors hope in process of time to enter upon further plans for 
the advancement of this class of their fellow men, in knowledge, piety 
and virtue.—(To be Continued.) 


——y 


For the Seaman’s Magasine 


THE DYING SAILOR. 


I was pleased, Mr. Editor, or rather shocked, at the recital of the following cir- 
cumstance, as lately given me by a lady for whom I have the highest esteem, who 
was herself a witness of the scene. If you think proper, you are at liberty to use it. [ 
give it as nearly asI can in her own words. 

I had just landed from the steam-boat, and was walking to the public house, when 
a dismal groan caught my ear, and arrested my steps. I paused in order to ascertain 
whence the sound proceeded. It was immediately repeated, and I imagined it 
came from a mean looking house, or rather hut, just before me. Approaching the 
door, I heard some one breathe in great distress. Upon entering, I discovered, in 
the further corner of the room, on a bed of rags, a form that appeared hardly human. 
On the opposite side of the room was an aged woman, trembling under the burden of 
years, bending over, and endeavouring to rekindle some almost lifeless embers. I 
approached her and said, ‘‘ Whom have you there so sick?” ‘‘ A poor miserable 
young man,” she replied, ‘* whom nobody else would receive. Poor fellow! he has 
not long to live, and I want to do all I can for him!” Perceiving, from his appear- 
ance, that the cold hand of death was upon him, I seated myself by him, and thus 
spoke to him: ‘ My young friend, do you know that you are dying?” “I’m glad 
of it,” he replied ; I asked, *¢ are you prepared?” ‘ No,” said he, “ nor never shall 
be; and the sooner I know the worst of it the better.” ‘* The worst of it? do you 
know what you mean?” ‘I wish you would let me alone; I don’t know why you 
are thus troubling yourself about me,” said the poor creature, as he attempted to 
turnfrom me. The exertion caused great pain, and again he groaned most piteous- 
ly. “Why,” said I, ‘do you groan at such trifling pain as this?” “ Trifling pain, 
indeed,” said he, ‘if you endured it, you would not call it trifling!” “Itis irsfling, 
compared with the pain, and torture, and torment of hell. And, let me tell you 
plainly, for it ishigh time you had felt the truth, that the moment the breath leaves 
you, you will plunge into the lake of fire and brimstone, where you will spend an 
endless eternity in weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth.” ‘T know it,” he 
replied, ‘¢I know it. I know all that you can say. Ihave hada religious education, 
pious parents, and kind friends ; but I have lived a dreadful life, and God is now send- 
ing on me such punishments as I deserve!” ‘If you have had a religious education, 
you know that the greatest sinner can be saved.” He quickly replied, “ talk not to 
me of a Saviour—for I have slighted him; nor of a God—for I have despised him. 
Tell me not of a heaven for the righteous, and their eternal happiness—for I am 
doomed to hell! I am already there. Already do I feel the gnawings of the worm, 
and the burnings of the fire; and my soul loves the curses of the damned!” Then, 
with a clenched fist, he smote his forehead, gnashed his teeth, and, with a muttered 
curse, attended by a heart-rending groan, the soul of Richard F—— entered on 
eternity. My heart sickens, even now, at the remembrance of this scene, and I 
cannot dwell upon it without horror, 
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I learned from the old woman that this young sailor was a knowing, though head 
strong boy, till he was 15 years of age :—that his first steps in iniquity, were swear- 
img, and at the billiardtable. Gambling necessarily produced intemperance, and, at 
the early age of 22, he fell a victim of dissipation, as I have related. 

PEREGRINUS. 





GOOD NEWS FROM THE SOUTH. 
Extraet of a letter, addressed to the Editor, dated Philadelphia, 12th June, 1821. 


Dear S1r—I mentioned in my last that a captain of a large ship invited us to 
hold a prayer meeting in his house, which has been attended to, and had a respecta- 
ble company. Another captain came forward, and said “the prayers of the Mari- 
ners’ Church have been answered for me and my vessel; I sent in my request to be 
remembered there when I left the port, and have been miraculously saved. My 
vessel struck upon Cape Look Out Shoals, and was in great danger of being lost, 
when a strong breeze sprung up and carried us off without any one being injured.” 
He then requested to have a prayer meeting on board of his vessei, which was at- 
tended to with much pleasure. We had several ministers om board; the cabin and 
state rooms were crowded, and the deck well covered with a very attentive au- 
dience. An Episcopal minister, who stood holding the man rope which led to the cabin 
im his hand, gave an excellent exhortation, which was followed by others, and inter- 
spersed with fervent prayers—the captain appeared much engaged, and was very 
thankful. A sailot who came from New-York, said he had a very wonderful pre- 
servation from death just before he arrived. He said, that himself and another 
sailor was ordered up to take in a top-gallantsail, when a thunder storm came on— 
he had just got his part done and got below the crosstrees, when the lightning struck 
the top-gallantmast and his shipmate, who fell dead upon thedeck. ‘* Oh,” said he, ‘it 
makes me tremble when I think how near I was to death, and not prepared for that 
change.” 

The attention among the seamen seems to increase : many of them at this time are 
gone on their voyages, but we hear very favourable accounts of their conduct from 
many vessels, and from many witnesses, although it is to be lamented they are not 
all so; some remain careless. Some of their wives are much engaged in seeking their 
salvation; one has come from a great distance every Lord’s day through the last 
winter, in the most unfavourable weather, and after weeping, now has obtaineda 
comfortable hope. Last Lord’s day another, who was deeply affected, and like to 
faint, was led out into the open air; but no sooner recovered, than she returned 
and waited to tell her case after worship was over, which was very affecting and 
rational—she made no noisé, and appeared a decent and sensible woman. Her hus- 
band, a sailor, just come in from sea, could not tell what to think of it, but was very 
complaisant. 

I shall be thankful for any information that may be useful to our poor seamen. 
The more I am with them the more I feel attached tothem. They come to see me 
as if they were my children, and offering me their presents of oranges or canes, and 
any thing they think I will accept from them. One came last Lord’s day to tell the 
distress of a brother sailor he had to leave in New-Orleans, who fell from the rigging 
and broke his leg ; he had to leave his Bible with him, which he said appeared to be 
his only comfort in a distressed place—but, said he, I will buy another before I go 
away again, for] am determined never to be without one. I told him as he had 
given his Bible to this distressed man he should have one without buying, which he 
thankfully accepted. They followed me after worship to tell of their voyages, and 
where they expect to go again, and desire to be remembered in the prayers of 
their Church for all their voyages. Some say that their captains are greatly altered 
for their comfort, and encourage them in reading the Bible and other good books— 
but others say their captains give them no encouragement, and ask them if they 
want to bring on a storm by reading the Bible. May the Lord convince them it is 
the best way to escape an eternal storm. May the Lord pour out a spirit of prayer 
upon all his people, to pray for these poor, exposed, interesting people. 

i remain, &c. 
JOSEPH EASTBURN. 
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For the Seaman’s Magazine. 
THE MARINERS’ CHURCH. 

On Sabbath morning, 21st.January last, a new flag, the signal for 
meeting, was hoisted at the Mariner’s Church in Philadelphia. This 
flag was procured by the exertions of Miss Elizabeth White and sister, 
of the Northern Liberties, in collecting subscriptions for the purpose. 
It was made by Mr. Dunton at a very low charge, and gratuitously 
painted by Mr. Woodside ; so that, with the money obtained, besides 
the flag, several chairs have been purchased for the use of the Church, 
and some tracts for distribution. 

The flag is in size, 13 by 8 feet, with an azure field, and white border. 
The symbols are—on the top, the morning and évening stars; in the 
centre, a dove on the wing, with an olive branch in her mouth; and at 
the bottom, an anchor. Inscription—* MARINERS’ CHURCH.” 

The Rev. Mr. Eastburn, the stated preacher, addressed the congre- 
gation from the.four last verses of the 6th chap. Hebrews. He spoke 
of the stability of the Christian’s refuge as predicated of God’s immu- 
tability ; and of the necessity for sinners actively to endeavour “ to ob- 
tain salvation,” by “ flying for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before 
them in the gospel.” He illustrated the import of the doctrine by refer- 
ing to the emblems on the flag ; that as the evening star indicated the 
approaching darkness of night, so the shades of death were advancing ; 
and as the morning star denoted the dawn of day, so the light of everlast- 
ing day would rise upon every soul, who, like the dove that “ found ne 
rest for the sole of her foot,”’ would fly toJesus Christ, the Ark of safety, 
and thus become personally interested in that heavenly hope, which; 
as an anchor, would secure him from shipwreck, and insure him an 
abundant entrance into the haven of rest. 

The following hymn, of which a number of printed copies were pre. 
sented by Mr. Mentz, was sung on the occasion. 


A MARINERS’ HYMN, C. M. 
Presented to the Rev. JoserH EastsBury, a Pilot of JEsus CHrRast, the Captain 
of his Salvation, and now cruising in the offing of Eternity. 


Written by the Rev. J. W. Scott, and sung by the Congregation in the Mariners” 
Church in Philadelphia, on Sabbath, 21st January, when the new Flag of the 
Church was hoisted. 


While o’er the swelling sea of life ‘ See hoisted high the flag of love, 
Poor sinners heedless sail, ‘ By heav’nly breezes waved ! 

Their guilty passions drive them far, ‘ Here Sailors, stop, and orders hear,—~ 
Till cheering prospects fail. ‘ Obey, and you'll be saved. 

Then gloomy storms and fearful roar ‘ The Captain of Salvation calls, 
Of tempests threaten death ; ‘O wretched Seamen stay ! 

And yet all hands despise the name ‘ Now change your course and heav’s- 
Of Gop who gives them breath. ward steer, 

‘ The Pilots show the way. 

But oh ! how merciful ! how good ‘ Then, like the stars of morn and eve 
Is He whom sinners hate! ‘ Your future days shall prove ; 

He kindly sends his Pilots out ‘ Nor storms of death your hope destroy, 
To warn them of their fate. ‘ For CHRIST your souls will love. 

{ Along the dang’rous coast of Time, © The dove of peace portends the land 

~ The Pilots hail each crew— ‘ Of joy and holy rest; 

‘ The gulf-stream sets to endless wo, ‘There Jesus dwells and makes his 
‘ The dismal port’s in view !] saints 


‘ With him forever blest. 
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JOURNAL OF THE BETHEL FLAG. 


THE New-York BETHEL Union commenced holding Bethel Prayer Meet- 
ings on board of vessels last month, and hitherto the success of the plan has equal- 
ied the expectations of its most sanguine friends, and has, we presume, convinced 
the most incredulous, that seamen will assemble for Divine worship and attend to 
the concerns of their souls, when the means are adapted to their peculiar circumstan- 
ces. The number of attendants, the good order and decorum, the interest manifes- 


ted by captains and sailors at these meetings, have surpassed the anticipation of 


all; and we do most earnestly pray, that God will continue to prosper the work 
so happily commenced ; that he will revive his own work in the hearts of Seamen, 
and train up a people to praise Him, amongst those who have so long neglected his 
word and ordinances, and lived without hope, without Christ, and without God in 
the world,—.4nd He will do it. God is ready to bless us even before the request 
has gone from our lips ; He will hear the cries of his people, as soon as they humbly 
and earnestly present their petition, for the conversion of seamen. It is only, then, 
for Christians to pray and to labour, and the Mariner shall be ready to receive the 
proffered blessings of the Gospel, and to offer himself, his soul, and his body, to be 
a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto the Lord his God. * 

Friday, June 22.—This morning the Bethel Flag was hoisted at the mast-head 
of the ship Cadmus, Capt. W. at Pine-street wharf. 

At 8 oclock in the evening, a committee of the society, with several friends 
from the shore, and a considerable number of sea captains and sailors, assembled on 
the deck of the ship under an awning, and Divie Bethune, Esq. President of the 
Bethel Union, opened the meeting by stating the object and plans of the society, 
and inviting the cordial co-operation of captains and their crews, in furthering the 
benevolent designs of the Board. 

Mr. T, read the Seaman’s Psalm, (107th Ps. Dwight,) which was sung with great 
animation and feeling. Capt. C. P. led in prayer, a hymn was sung, and the Rev. 
Dr. Spring delivered a short and appropriate address. Capt. H. prayed. After 
singing another Hymn, Mr. L. B. made the concluding prayer. The President then 
informed the seamen that the Mariners’ Church, in Roosevelt-street is open three 
times every Sabbath, and urged them to attend, and to inform their shipmates and 
fellow seamen of the Mariners’ Church and Bethel Flag. He recommended to 
them the SEAMAN’s MaGaZInx, and requested them to procure, and read it. 

The christian doxology was then sung, and Dr. Spring pronounced the benedic- 
tion. Upwards of 50 suitable tracts were distributed to the seamen present, who 
received them with many thanks. The evening was remarkably still, and we were 
pleased to observe many seamen, and others, on the wharf and on the vessels lying 
alongside the Cadnms, lending an attentive ear to the interesting and solemn exer- 
cise. 

Thus we have witnessed the first essay of the Bethel Union, under circumstances 
which promise great success in promoting the establishment of prayer meetings among 
seamen. (To be Continued.) 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS, 


‘*Erasmus;” “A Sunpay ScHooL TEACHER,” in answer to Query No. 1;”* 
«* Address of the Presbytery of Westchester,” and several other communications, 
are received. We are unable to complete the *‘ Mariners’ Church Journal for 
May” for this number, not having been present all at the meetings. 

An account of the Religious Celebration of the FouRTH OF JULY, in theMariners’ 
Church, is also unayoidably postponed to our next. 





* We repeat the Query No. 1, for the information of those who may desire to offer remarks upon it > 
“ What are the best means of making Union Quarterly Meetings interesting ’” 


’ 








